
香港中文大學圖書館系統
University Library System

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The Use of the Global Multi-Lingual Web in 
Mainland China: The Ebb and Flow of 

Government Control of Information

中國網上全球多種語言的使用：政府信
息控制的變異

Colin Storey
storey@cuhk.edu.hk

13 April , 2007



2

U
ni

ve
rs

it
y 

Li
br

ar
y 

S
ys

te
m

, C
U

H
K

香
港
中
文
大
學

大
學
圖
書
館
系
統

Four ThemesFour Themes

• The Chinese Government and written dissent 
in history;

• PRC Party and State control mechanisms and 
the free flow of information;

• Internet provision and use in China;
• Possible indicators for the future of Internet 

and Web control in China.
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The Chinese Government & The Chinese Government & 
Written Dissent in HistoryWritten Dissent in History
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Source: Wikipedia

Qin Shi HuangQin Shi Huang
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The The QianQian Long EmperorLong Emperor
“Now of the over ten thousand volumes submitted by the 
several provinces none has been singled out as offensive.  
How is it possible that among such a quantity of books 
bequeathed by former generations not one should contain a 
trace of sedition? … It stands to reason therefore that among 
the rumors and gossip there must have been some 
defamatory of our dynasty.  So it is that we must conduct at 
once a thorough investigation and destruction [of seditious 
books]; thus may subversive thought be put to an end, men’s 
hearts rectified, and their morals improved; we should not let 
this matter drop….  Had there been any [such books] of a 
treasonable kind the commission had its orders to put them 
apart for destruction by fire”.

(Translated by Goodrich 1966, 32)
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PRC Party & State Control PRC Party & State Control 
MechanismsMechanisms
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Internet Provision and Use Internet Provision and Use 
in Chinain China
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The Chinese LanguageThe Chinese Language

Written Chinese was universally understood by any literate 
Chinese person until the split occurred between traditional 
characters (Taiwan, Hong Kong, Chinese overseas) and simplified 
characters (the PRC). 

Spoken Chinese is split between Modern Standard Chinese –
Mandarin - universally understood, and many local dialects such as 
Shanghainese and Cantonese. 

The language reforms of the late 1950s brought in simplified 
characters and ‘romanization’ (pīnyīn 拼音). Pīnyīn is now an 
almost universal standard of romanization of pronunciation of 
Modern Standard Chinese.
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China Internet Network China Internet Network 
Information Center (CNNIC)Information Center (CNNIC)

http://www.CNNIC.net.cn
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Internet Usage in ChinaInternet Usage in China
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Source for statistical data: CNNIC Survey Reports 2000-2007
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Internet Users by Gender 2006Internet Users by Gender 2006

Male
58.3%

Female
41.7%

Source for statistical data: CNNIC Survey Report 2007
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Internet Users by Age 2006Internet Users by Age 2006

25-30
19.7%

36-40
8.2%

41-50
6.2%

above 60
0.9%

51-60
2.2% under 18

17.2%

18-24
35.2%

31-35
10.4%

Source for statistical data: CNNIC Survey Report 2007
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1997 Regulations1997 Regulations

No unit or individual may use the Internet to create, 
retrieve, or transmit the following kinds of information:
1. Inciting to resist or breaking the Constitution or laws 
or the implementation of administrative regulations;
2. Inciting to overthrow the government or the socialist 
system;
3. Inciting division of the country, harming national 
unification;
4. Inciting hatred or discrimination among nationalities or 
harming the unity of the nationalities;
5. Making falsehoods or distorting the truth, spreading 
rumors, destroying the order of society…
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Internet Access ProvidersInternet Access Providers

Source:  CNNIC
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Source: ChinaSite.com: China's Internet

China's Internet Architecture and BandwidthChina's Internet Architecture and Bandwidth
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IntranetIntranet
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北京英納特網絡研究所

Source: CERNet中國教育網

CERNet TopologyCERNet Topology
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BaiduBaidu: Robin Li: Robin Li
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BingdianBingdian editor: Li Datongeditor: Li Datong
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Li XindeLi Xinde
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Blocking of Search Results by Google Keyword

Source: Empirical Analysis of Internet Filtering in China
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Filtering: Falun GongFiltering: Falun Gong

Source:  Zittrain and Palfrey, 2005
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Filtering: NewsFiltering: News

Source:  Zittrain and Palfrey, 2005
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Filtering: Political SitesFiltering: Political Sites

Source:  Zittrain and Palfrey, 2005
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Filtering: Taiwan SitesFiltering: Taiwan Sites

Source:  Zittrain and Palfrey, 2005
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Filtering: Tibet SitesFiltering: Tibet Sites

Source:  Zittrain and Palfrey, 2005
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Simple Test of My OwnSimple Test of My Own

• Falun Gong (法輪功)
(Note: ‘Falun Gong’ literally means ‘cultivation of the wheel 

of Buddha’s law’).
• Taiwan Independence (台獨)

Tibetan Independence (藏獨)
• Tiananmen Massacre (天安門事件)

(Note:  the word shìjiàn is commonly used by Chinese native-speakers in this 
context. It means ‘incident’.  The U.S. Library of Congress English 
subjectheading is ‘Tiananmen Square Incident’)
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Possible Indicators for Possible Indicators for 
Future Internet and Web Future Internet and Web 

Control in ChinaControl in China
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Communist Records SystemsCommunist Records Systems
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Seven ConsiderationsSeven Considerations

• STM always available…
• What is banned is not necessarily 

unavailable…
• Exactly who uses the Internet and Web?
• Some sites one might think are good are 

“bad”…
• Too many policemen…
• Official corruption…
• Self-censorship
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Story from China Digital Times: 
(http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2006/01/image_of_internet_police_jingjing_and_chacha_online_hon.p
hp)
Starting today, when netizens visit all the main portals of Shenzhen city, Guangdong, 
they will see two cartoon figures "Jingjing" and "Chacha" (JingCha = Police). The image 
of Shenzhen Internet Police will officially be online. From now on, when netizens visit 
websites and web forums of Shenzhen, they will see these two cartoon police images 
floating on their screen. Our reporter learned that these are the images of Shenzhen 
Internet Police, presented by Internet Surveillance Division of Shenzhen Public Security 
Bureau, for the first time in China …….

Below are Jingjing and Chacha (from jingcha, the Chinese word for police). 
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Perry LinkPerry Link
“…the Chinese government’s censorship is less 
liker a man-eating tiger or fire-snorting dragon 
than a giant anaconda coiled in an overhead 
chandelier.  Normally it doesn’t move.  It doesn’t 
have to.  It feels no need to be clear about its 
prohibitions.  Its silent message is “You yourself 
decide,” after which everyone below makes his or 
her large or small adjustments – all quite 
‘naturally’.”

(Link 2001, 4)
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Source: From Beijing News (December 30, 2005) 

Place: Number 106 Yongan Road (the office of Beijing News)
Scene: A leader leads a block of birds across the sky. Although the sky is not too clear, 
they still keep heading to the distant destination of their hearts.
Photograph: By Kang Yafeng (康亞風)
時間：昨日
地點：永安路106號
場景：頭鳥帶領著群鳥飛過高空，天空雖然不是很晴朗，但它們依然會載著心中的目標飛
向遠方。
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The End The End 完完
Thank YouThank You

謝謝謝謝


