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overview



jisc supports ICT in UK Higher and Further Education



the jisc digitisation programme has funded over
50 projects since 2004, at c. £24m



in the uk
numerous funders have created
too many digital resources, 
but not got enough users



sustaining
digital 
resources is
a problem



publishers are less surprised by problems 
with sustainability and usage numbers



publishers are better at
focussing on publication 
than universities



sharing is good



there is still the issue of digital resources being underused



the archipelago of digital content



The Murder of Jean Alexander

News sheet, from Edinburgh Nov 
14, 1807 – from John Johnson 

Ephemera Collection

Morning Chronicle, London, 19 Nov 
1807 – from BL Newspapers



there are countless
resources on, for
example, 19th-
century Britain



Study of 19th-Century Britain

• British Library Newspapers
• Research Libraries UK project – 1m pamphlets
• Electoral Data in Vision of Britain
• John Johnson Collection of Ephemera
• Old Bailey Proceedings
• 19th-Century Serial Editions
• Nineteenth-Century House of Commons Parliamentary 

Papers 
• Nineteenth-Century UK Periodicals Online 
• Microsoft Digitisation
• Google Books!



the great 
war 
archive 
brought
the 
university of
oxford in 
contact 
with a whole
new set of 
users



Some URLs

• Ongoing registry of UK public sector digitisation projects -http://web.me.com/xcia0069/uk-
digitisation.html

• JISC Digitisation Programme - http://www.jisc.ac.uk/digitisation
• British Library Newspapers - http://newspapers.bl.uk/ (version for general public)
• Freeze Frame – http://www.freezeframe.ac.uk
• Nineteenth-Century Pamphlets - http://www.britishpamphlets.org.uk/
• First World War Poetry Archive - http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/
• Mike Ellis presentation on opening up data  - http://www.slideshare.net/dmje/dont-think-

websites-think-data
• Flickr services - http://www.flickr.com/do/more/ 
• Brooklyn Museum API - http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/api/
• BBC Backstage - http://backstage.bbc.co.uk/
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Thanks!
http://www.flickr.com/photos/funksoup/403990660/
http://www.freezeframe.ac.uk/collection/british-graham-land-expedition-collection/p51-8-b114?gallery=ice
http://visionofbritain.org.uk/iipmooviewer/iipmooviewer.html?fileName=smith_1806/smith4_1806%3DThe+British+Library&x

=37&y=34
http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/gwa/document/8756/2528#doc-desc
http://www.flickr.com/photos/quinnanya/3589789158/sizes/l/
http://johnjohnson.chadwyck.co.uk/search/displayItemImage.do?FormatType=fulltextimgsrc&PageNumber=1&ItemNumber

=3&ItemID=&shelfNumber=1&ResultsID=1220822AAD9A453F1
http://www.flickr.com/photos/piterpan/3305777287/sizes/o/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pfctdayelise/3646227591/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rickyflores/2574089113/sizes/o/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/paperpariah/2417219494/sizes/o/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jasonstaten/3037250330/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffk/12826545/sizes/l/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/andrein/2636092980/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/irenicrhonda/3260268696/sizes/l/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/humanoide/138781957

And thanks to Melissa Saunders for sorting out the images
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