
November 17, 2008

John MacColl
European Director, RLG Partnership, 

OCLC Research
Presentation to Fiesole Collection 

Development Retreat
Glasgow, July 2009

All together now:
the work of OCLC 
Research

Frederick G. Kilgour, 1914-2006



Library & Information Science research

Blue-skies
research

(i-Schools)

OCLC 
Research



OCLC Research mission

OCLC Research

RLG 
Partnership

RLG 
Partner institutions

Program Officers Research Scientists

OCLC member 
libraries

OCLC products & services



RLG Partners

American Academy in Rome  American Antiquarian Society  American Museum of Natural History  American Philosophical Society 
American University in Cairo  American University of Sharjah  Amon Carter Museum  Arizona State University  Art Institute of Chicago 
Athenaeum of Philadelphia  Bard Graduate Center/Bard College  Bibliothèque nationale de France  Binghamton University, State 
University of New York  Boston Public Library  Boston University Pappas Law Library  Brandeis University  Brigham Young University 
British Library  Brooklyn Museum  John Carter Brown Library at Brown University  California Digital Library  California Historical Society 
 Canadian Centre for Architecture  Center for Jewish History  Chemical Heritage Foundation  Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute 
Cleveland Museum of Art  Columbia University  Cornell University  Courtauld Institute of Art  Direction des Archives de France  Duke 
University  Emory University  Fashion Institute of Technology  Florida State University  Folger Shakespeare Library  Fordham 
University Leo T. Kissam Memorial Law Library  The Frick Collection and Frick Art Reference Library  George Washington University Jacob 
Burns Law Library  Getty Research Institute  Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum  Hagley Museum and Library  Linda Hall Library of 
Science, Engineering & Technology  Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion  Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical 
Gardens  Imperial College of Science, Technology, and Medicine  Indiana University Bloomington Institute for Advanced Study 
International Institute of Social History (Netherlands)  Keio University  Kimbell Art Museum  King's College London  Library Company of 
Philadelphia  Library of Congress  Library of Virginia  London School of Economics  Los Angeles County Law Library  Metropolitan 
Museum of Art  Minnesota Historical Society  Museum of the American West  Museum of Fine Arts, Boston  Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
 Museum of Modern Art  National Archives and Records Administration  National Gallery of Art  National Gallery of Canada  National 
Library of Australia  National Library of New Zealand  National Library of Scotland  Natural History Museum (UK)  Nelson-Atkins Museum 
of Art  Newberry Library  The New School (university)  New York Academy of Medicine  New York Botanical Garden  New-York 
Historical Society  New York Public Library  New York State Office of Cultural Education  New York University  Oregon State University 
Pennsylvania State University  Philadelphia Museum of Art  Princeton University  Rice University  Rockefeller Archive Center 
(Rockefeller University)  Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew  Rutgers University  School of Oriental and African Studies  Smithsonian Institution 
 Southern Methodist University  Underwood Law Library  Stanford University  Stony Brook University, State University of New York  St. 
Louis Art Museum  Swarthmore College  Swiss National Library  Syracuse University  Temple University  Trinity College Dublin 
University of Aberdeen  University of Alberta  University of Arizona  University of British Columbia Asian Library  University of 
California, Berkeley  University of California, Davis, Law Library  University of California, Los Angeles  University of Cambridge 
University of Chicago  University of Edinburgh  University of Florida  University of Glasgow  University of Iowa Law Library  University 
of Leeds  University of Liverpool  University of Manchester  University of Maryland  University of Melbourne  University of Miami 
University of Michigan  University of Minnesota, Twin Cities  University of Oxford  University of Pennsylvania  University of Southern 
California  University of Sydney  University of Texas at Austin  University of Toronto  University of Warwick  University of Washington 
Victoria and Albert Museum  Wellcome Library for the History and Understanding of Medicine  Yale University  Yeshiva University



Collections Grid



Some current projects

• Shared Print
• The Cloud Library
• WorldCat Identities
• Virtual International Authority File
• Mobilising Unique Materials
• Services to Researchers
• Ongoing

• Standards
• User studies



Rareness is common

(2005)



Authority in web space



Increase the power of names



A user-centred view of research
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Research primitives within disciplines

accessing
assessing
chaining

disseminating
networking

Interdisciplinary
probing  

translating

Humanities Sciences
direct searching

scanning
co-authoring

coordinating
monitoring

data-sharing

browsing
collecting

re-reading
assembling

consulting
note-taking

Adapted from C. Palmer, L. Teffau, C. Pirmann (2009)
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