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RLUK Strategy 2014-2019: Key Themes

* A Collective Approach: re-shaping the modern research library
collection

* Nothing hidden, nothing lost, everything found: Exposing and exploiting
our collections

* Open as standard: creating a new environment for scholarly
communications

» Understanding the landscape: the role of libraries in research and
researcher training

A virtuous community: Nurturing leadership, innovation and skills
throughout our libraries



A collective approach: re-shaping the modern research
library collection

* Develop a distributed print, manuscript and archive
collection across RLUK and beyond

e Promote a fair and efficient market for subscribed and
purchased material

* Formulate a collective digitisation strategy across RLUK



Formulate a Digitisation Strategy across RLUK

» Work with international partners to develop a registry of digital
surrogates to minimise redundancy in digitisation

* Promote good practice in long-term preservation of born-digital material

» Develop new business models for digitisation

IS THIS SUFFICIENT? WHAT ELSE COULD/SHOULD RLUK
PRIORITISE? ARE THERE JISC CO-DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES EG
NEW SOFTWARE TOOLS FOR EXPLOITING DIGITAL OBJECTS;
SHOULD WE BE SEEKING TO SECURE FUNDING FROM GRANT-
GIVING BODIES ON A CONSORTIAL BASIS



Briefing paper by Christopher Pressler, December 2013
offered ten themes to consider

« Shift from ‘special digital surrogates’ to mass programmes
and back

e Copyright and commercial gain
e Sound and moving images
 Metadata standards

 Build or hire infrastructures



Ten themes cont’'d

» Opportunities for collaboration

» Balance between teaching and research
« Social interpretation

* Role of agencies and foundations

* Design of online experiences



Special programmes-mass-back

* The Rylands Collection
* The Rylands Genizah Project

 University of Leeds Special Collections: Brotherton Literary
Archives Project



Re-uniting a collection: Genizah Projects world-wide

Ben Ezra Synagogue
Cairo whose genizah,
discovered in the late
nineteenth century
contained documents
from 10" to 19t
centuries.
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« 15,000 fragments

« 22,000 images created with £360K AHRC funding 2006-2009
 Collections in UK at Cambridge, Oxford, BL

* None references the other



Taylor-Schechter Genizah Research Unit
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The Taylor-Schechter Genizah Collection is a wndow on the medieval world and has
baon colourfully described as "a refuge for writings” and "a battlefield of books™. Its
193,000 manuscript fragmants, mainly in Habraw, Judass-Arabic, Aramaic and Arabic,
are an lleded for the study of Judaism, Jewish history and
the wider economic and sodial history of the Maditerranean and Near Fast in the
Middle Ages and Early Modern penod. They shed hght on the mundane as well as the
raligious and cultural actnibies of that world, since the Collaction presarves a huge
number of personal letters, legal deeds and other documents, alongside literary and
sacrad taxts. The manuscripts wera recoverad from the Aen Fzra Synagogue in
Fustat, Od Camrw, in 1886-7 by the scholar

Schachter with help from his colleague Charles Taylor. In the 1970s Cambridge

L v Library tha Ganizah Unit to carry out 3
comprehensive program of conservation, cataloguing and research on the
manuscripts, which is leading to all manner of important discoveries about Jewish
rebpous, communal and personal e, Hebrew and Arabic terary tradtions, and
relations between Mushms, Jews and Christians from as early as the ninth and tenth
centuries CF. The Genizah Resaarch Unit relies upon extemal SUPPort for its projects.
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The Cairo Genizah Collection of the Bodleian libraries

The collection of Cairo Genizah fragments held at the Bodleian Libraries is one of major collections of its kind. Acquired over the years since 1890 it consists of about
4,000 fragments. Skilful selection ensured that the Bodleian Genizah holdings became one of the most important collections worldwide, featuring Bible, Early Rabbinic
literature (Midrash, Mishnah and Talmud), numerous liturgical fragments (Piyyutim and Selichot), many legal documents and letters, both personal and commercial. Its
significance lies particularly in the remarkable size of many of the documents. The 4000 fragments comprise about 25,000 pages, amounting to over six pages per
fragment, an average unparalleled elsewhere. Some items consist of whole quires, thus deserving the designation manuscripts rather than fragments. Talmud fragments of
ten pages or more are no exception in this collection: Tractate Berakhot is represented with a manuscript of 32 pages (Ms. Heb. c. 17/32); of tractate Suldah 72 pages (Ms.
Heb. e 51) are preserved and for tractate Sotah we have 160 pages (Ms. Heb. d. 20/2) at our disposal. An exceptionally exciting example are the twenty pages of
Maimonides’s draft manuscript of his Mishneh Torah with corrections in 4 consecutive stages in his own hand (Ms. Heb. d 32, fols.47a-56b).

The online catalogue is based upon the printed catalogue of the Hebrew manuscripts in the Bodleian Library (second volume) by Adolf Neubauer and Arthur Emnst
Cowley (1906) and the typewritten catalogue of additional Genizah fragments by Arthur Ernst Cowley (ca 1929).

The classification of the fragments by subject in the printed catalogue in line with the first volume of Neubauer’s catalogue of Hebrew manuscripts at the Bodleian library

is - as mentioned in the introduction by Arthur Cowley - problematic. Fragments from the Cairo Genizah were collected by the Bodleian Library in successive acquisitions,
which after arrival were bound up in volumes. As a consequence volumes often, despite a careful and focussed acquisition policy, contain under one heading fragments on
different subjects. In the online catalogue all fragments of a volume can be searched by subject. The printed catalogue includes 166 volumes, containing in all about 2,675
fragments. The typewritten catalogue consists of 58 volumes with 1094 fragments. It is to be noticed, however, that the total number of 3769 fragments concerns those of
which the Cairo Genizah provenance explicitly is stated. The digital access to the Bodlelan Genizah collection will facilitate the identification of a considerable number of
fragments, whose provenance were hitherto unknown, but which probably also found their way from Cairo to Oxford.

View the preface of the 1906 catalogue:




International repositories of Genizah Fragments

* Bibliotheque Nationale Francais, Paris
 University of Pensylvannia
 University of Princeton

e Harvard University

» Hebrew University, Jerusalem



University of Leeds Special Collections
Literary Archives Project
Digital Resources



Typescript

draft (second
annotations)

‘Doctor Fischer of Geneva’ was substantially revised during the writing process, with the text
developing through several different draft versions.

Click on an image to explore the evolution of the final chapter of ‘Doctor Fischer of Geneva’'.
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Document Five: Typescript
draft (second annotations)

Notes

Greene made his second set of
annotations to the already
annotated typescript draft in blue
ink. This is the final major redraft

of the text,

Use the buttons down the right of
the screen to explore this

document.

Click on the document to enlarge
it.
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manuscript view transcript view notes transcript

Manuscript draft

Manuscript draft e
trfact The fact that | am writing this
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afterwards to kill myself;

Annotated typescript @ Annotated typescript

The fact that | am have writingten

Wi g

\Hu-— i M m“ q_.“.-]"L

The fact that I am writimg this narrative .lhm)'t.hat. I vl

this narrative shows exhibits tells
Awell enough” that | never found

. the courage aitemwands to kill myself; that night I Had-net the courage afterwards to

l&‘r

kill myself;

Published text e i
Published text

- ; " The fact that | have written this
The fact that I have written this narrative tells well

enough that, unlike Doctor Fischer, I never found
the courage necessary to kill myself; that night I

narrative tells well enough that,

unlike Doctor Fischer, | never found

the courage necessary to kill myself;
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