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It’s all about the people

“...in this London School
and this Library, there is
a great opportunity of
getting together a body
of students who will
have a real influence on
“the condition of the

people”...

Beatrice Webb letter to a
potential library employee,

1896




Our approach

“We need librarians who

support the users (L (R oo
rather than the system, ol

ONE HUNDRED YEARS

who see the end as L
clearly as the means.’ W

Dame Lynne Brindley
celebrating the first 100
years of BLPES,

1996
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Our Vision and strategy

Provide services beyond
our walls:

e Build and preserve
distinctive collections to
support research and
learning, and represent a
record of thought in the

. . e - LSE LI H‘f )
social sciences P VISIONESTRATEGY




Our aspiration

“The Library is
dangerously enticing.

7

LSE Professor of Government
commenting on the lure of the
statistics collections

“Cool.’

Year 6 School boy commenting on
the Women'’s Library timeline

Wwomen Writers' Sullrage £eaque.




LSE Digital Library service

Web applications S
(Presentation, rendering) gg
=
. Search £
Curation (Inclexing, retrieval) %
|ﬂg€5t Access Control
(Create objects) £ . Access
S Repository Core
Management % (Digital object storage, identification) Preservation
(Update, delete objects) <L

Bitstream preservation
(Integrity checking, backups)

Logical preservation
(Format migration, emulation)
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Welcome to the Digital Library
The Digital Library contains digitised materal from LSE Library collections and also born-digital : A [] E [ T E % |
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Digital Collections and their users

» Beatrice Webb’s diary
» Student newspaper — The Beaver
» Street Life in London

» Charles Booth Survey of London
» Women’s Walks

lSE ti_brary Services

and Economic Science



Beatrice Webb’s diary

‘ But Reform will not be
brought about by
shouting. What is
needed is hard
thinking.

Beatrice Webb diary entry,
September 215t 1894




ISE Digital Library

Tvpescript. 1 January 1889-[7] March 1888 Page 341 ofs541
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collectiviate before the end of the century. But Reform will
not be brought about by shouting.
ihipking.

pogiallats into Parliement.

Fhat is meeded is hard
obj tigﬂ

And the samb/applies to sending nondesoript

The radical members are quite

safficiently compliant in their views: what is lacking in them

is ths leaven of knowledge. S0 Sidney has bean planning to

persuade the other trustess to devota the greater part of the

monsy to anoocuraging Ragoarch and Econemic study. His wision
is to found, slowly and quietly, a ™ 1 gf Egopon
and Political Sclence" - a oentrs not only of lecturss on

special subjects but an association of students who would ba
directed and supported in doling original work. Last evening wa
gat by the fire and jotted down a whole list of gubjects which

want elucidating - imsues of fmct which need olearing up. Above
all, we want the ordimary clitizen to feel that reforming foolety

is no light matter and must be undsrtaken by Expsrts specially

trained for the purposs.

It ia some years since I have watohed summer furn into
autusn snd felt the first breath of winter creeping over the
country. This year the summer laft us early, the sky closing
over with cold grey clouda, only now and again they break and
the sun slants out and lights up the sombra bluss and bromms of

the landegapa. Porhaps it 1s the rich tones of tha heath and

bracken whioh recall soms of those se#dy lovely Rusland sutumns,

-

WManuscript, 30 April 1894-6 Julv 1885
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NEWSPAFER OF THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONCGMICS STUDENTS' UNICH Mo. 130 APRIL 22rd, 1974
WE'I!M(FI'GIE.I
Houghton Street-— '
- 1 sm { asu

excitement mounts

HOUGHTOM STREET is cam-
ing dangerously closs fo be-
ing closed to vehicular traf-
{ic. The Secretary of State far
the Envirenment propages bo
make an ordar” under S.212
of the Town & Cauniry Plan.
ning Act 1971, When such an
“oeder” is mads the chosure
ol the sireet becares opera-
siwe, it wsually being ohyel-
cally closed upen the publi
cation ¢l the “erder” some
o to thres weeks aftar the
*“arder” has bean made,

What the Secratary o
[ State has done is to publish
a dral af the “arder.” This
e did on Mareh 28U, 1974
[ Twenty-sight days ara allewed
for the inspection of this
“drafl ceder” in which tims,
people may shjact ta it i no
abjsction is received, the
draft “Vorder” becomes an
“order” and the kong boring
Eaittle will e ewer as framn the
end ef Agril.

UT. if an ebjection s

have to be held 1o decide i
the chjection is valid, If it is
ot valid, the “order” will be
mate, Wa dread 1o think
what will happen if the ob-
lectien s adjudged fo be
valid. As at Tuesday, April
Bth, 1974, na chjection had
bron recaived by the appra-
priate Department {we rafuse
o fell you which sre it is),
alshough Mrs G. E. Hari, of
that Depariment, thinks it un-
likely that thia state of sffaire
will held,

The palice are thought to
b= the moat likely abjectars.

As jt can be seen an the
map, the part of Houghten
Street 1o be closed is nat
comprehensive.  Alsc the
Police, Ambulanze and Fire
are baing given leave 1o mow
dawn any padestrian in “an
emergency.” Further harass.
ment rights will ba vested in
the Gas, Water, Electricity
and Post Office corporations
under this “erdar.”

" End of stery.

made, a local enquiry will
i P.T.
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Students throw the book at ’rhe Library

B Students demand return of 24 hour library

B Beaver survey reveals discontent at lack of essential texts and study space

Michoel Deos
News or

tudents are disilbusioned

their dissay it the withdowsl
of the twenty-four bour open-
ing, with seventy-nkne percent
Pl rvyed
<alking for it eturn. Studemts
alio complained that the

de ade-

The Library wan open
twenty four bours u day during
all thiee terms of the (a5t sea-
demle year. This year the
I will pomtinue i elose 31
midnight until twesty-four
hour. opening Tetums during
e Baster holidsy and summer
term, with the school clabming
At “revoirors coli b briler
dlirreted ebwwhere™.

However, sany studéots
have tald The Besver that the
Sehool has falled 16 under-
stasd the vnlul: of twenty four
hour

oot ¢ ‘yoar andugradu-

about the

thers s 10 lths contact tina,
ibrary access is incredibly

lmpﬂlnM. liaving the library

frir sidmight b

iped me
Immml last yrux,

"The LSE Syudents’ Union
{LEEELY) are Inumching o enm-
paign to bring back 24 hour
fbrary  access iring
Mictesisas and Lot ber

utlising the main

e lieger opeing
s b e L0 b presemied. 10
e schoal nt the begennisg of
the ywai. The Unim aien bopes
o oramise o pet
demaneirate support

Enmpuign.
Fadhil Bakers  Markar,

LEESU (beneral Secreliry,
said: “The overwhelming sip-
part fur ol camgiadgn this sur-
vey reveals b great news. Our

hipes Ly win what
o ettt want asd onhanon
thelr oxporienco on caEpu
He ¥ we will be able 10
g
wha yeb Eupplnt twenty
four howr opening and  win
Whilr  suppon for this gt
. ¥

Baron, & member of
ihe campalgn team, told The
Beaver: “Students use the
library afier midnight becanse
they have to. Some sudmts
work during: the diy ard for
otkers 11 18 reasmaring ol
the Bhrary will be open for
them when they really need it
no. matter what time, even I
that & only ones or twite @
evm to meel an mportant
dradtline®

The eust 1o Lhe Beboal of

pening U lilsrary around the
welock during Michailnias and
Lent terma would be £74,104.
Hiring securily overnight m\s
£99.380 and exies Eitate
such a5 wuery T0tAl, ‘BT,

argue 1hat 25 the Sehool pays
these costs [ keeping computs
ummnnaeapmuenu four
hoirs & day a3 compensaticn
for the rwmmi of ke 1Ibrury
epening. it weuld imsiesd be
uu:.;rﬁu;al Feserees 16 m,
Fortharmore, It it argeed
that £74,704 is & relatively Jow
figure in context of an inalt
tion with & melti-milline
el Lurpves.
pwiver, many stuenis
that twenly four bour
library eevss would be exces
sive. Bul The Heaver under-
tands that if the [hrary wer

The Breer wiuld be
ssloquate - ey wold have 1o
pay for secarity 4tall 1o travel

b i aocis puther than us
public Wansport, eradiating
Aoy savings made by oL say-
g open aroutd the clock,
Beuver’s susvvy also
b
the wchool [ ciring cost g the
main  argument  againt
extended twanty four b
spaning - thay would be 7
pated 15 pay & neminal [ve (of
50p) to use the library aficr
mddright Wiilss 44 pereent of
respondeets waid they would
be prepared to pay such
charge, many siutents met this

But ane thind year esid ho

w50 ate b be able to
5t et would
Ketping i open after
m:dm:hl “It wolld constitute
ancther way in which studenta
ase being Gamed inle cash
cowa, but a1 the morens, due
o athier commitments, 1 kandly
e the hbnrg
compared to lust year 3o Tt
T
Seiudents whe were ot In
favour af twenty four hour
sald that they feared

extonding
his mld d!lnm from imvest -
mend in other amess voch s
xtirding coume coiboctiont
a5 ocrmng sty it
However, Barton told The
Heazer. “There |5 5o roasen
that & world elass soelal sci-
ence Imstitution cannot bave
buth tup clsss facikities and
round the clock acees to
then”
CONTINUED ON 3
EDITORIAL COMMENT BD

[PartB: Interview

Do you have trouble .

finding essential ‘
readings? b

| ?

[

Mo/Mot Bothered:

1%

Are you in favour
of the library
being open 24
hours a day?

Sometimes: '.
54%
[Sports: A C

PartB Page 4
Directar
Paul Haggis




Street Life in London

Home Browse Searc] Exhibitions

lSE Digital
Library Search all

Street Life in London

[ Email
View in archive catalogue
Page contents = John Thomson | PDF version | Images | Historypin £ share

Street Life in London, published in 1876-7, consists of a series of
articles by the radical journalist Adolphe Smith and the Browse
photographer John Thomson. The pieces are short but full of detail,
based on interviews with a range of men and women who eked out

a precarious and marginal existence waorking on the streets of

&y Street Life in London

London, including flower-sellers, chimney-sweeps, shoe-blacks,
chair-caners, musicians, dustmen and locksmiths. The subject
matter of Street Life was not new — the second half of the 19th
century saw an increasing interest in urban poverty and social

In this collection...

Qld Furniture
conditions — but the unique selling point of Street Life was a series
of photographs ‘taken from life’ by Thomson. The authors felt at the
time that the images lent authenticity to the text, and their book is
now regarded as a key work in the history of documentary
photography.

London Cabmen

Published copy of wvolume 1 of Street Life in London (Sampson Low, Marston, Searle and Rivington,
London, 1877) by John Thomson and Adolphe Smith.

The Old Clothes Of 5t. Giles

John Thoemson

John Thomson was a talented and influential photographer, who had spent ten years travelling in, and
taking photographs of, the Far East. On his return to London he joined with Adolphe Smith, a socialist
journalist, in a project to photograph the street life of the London poor. The volumes were published in
monthly parts as Street Life in London, and were an early example of social and documentary

photography.






: Ma Tours & Collections | Channels | Communi Pin | Join | Login
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LSE Library Channel Details
We are the Library of the Londen School of Economics and E::;_H?EI o
Political Science, also known as the British Library of Political F'ins:.52
and Economic Science. Tours: 0

Collections: 4

You can view more of our digital collections on our Digital Become a Fan

Library, including exhibitions that we have created:

digital library.lse.ac.uk Share this channel

£ 80+

We are also leading some exciting projects to further widen access to our digital collections. See

below for some ways to keep in touch with us.

Find out more at: digital library.lse.ac.uk/

Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Visit our Google+ Page

Visit our blog
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List Ilﬂ Collections
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Charles Booth Survey of London

e Charles Booth: systematic investigation of living

and working conditions in London, 1886-1903
— Maps, Descriptive of London Poverty 1898-9

— Police notebooks: eye-witness, street-by-street observations

http://phone.booth.Ise.ac.uk/ JlSC trit?{fbfﬁyfﬁﬁxicﬁ.es

and Economic Science
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Women'’s Walks
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suffrage

Journey to Westminster:

_ From print to protest:
campaigning for women’s 9
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Some challenges
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EverydaySexism
{@EverydaySexism
Documenting experiences of sexism.haraszsment and assault to show how bad
the problem is &create solidarity. We may add tweets with our @ or # in to the
MEverydaySexism , praject.
8 London - everydaysexism.com

WOW W W

Lists

Tweet to EverydaySexism

Photos and videos
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‘This library should be a constant
source of knowledge and
inspiration to us — allowing us
to fulfil, what | consider, our
responsibility to listen to
women’s lives, in their own
words and in their own time.’ :

Mary Robinson at the Opening of the 6 _ E‘T
Women's Library @ LSE, March 12th 1 v .
2014
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