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OPEN ACCESS TO UNLOCK SOURCES – THE PERSPECTIVE 
OF A RESEARCH LIBRARY 
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Three main fields of work: 
• Unlock the sources and give scholars access to it 
• Support publishing workflows 
• Take care of research data 

 

OPEN ACCESS TO UNLOCK SOURCES – THE PERSPECTIVE 
OF A RESEARCH LIBRARY 
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Copyright Clearance and Permission Requests – a Service 
at the MPIWG Library 
Questions of scholars concerning OA & Copyright 

„I tried to amend the contract with OUP 
to allow a PDF of my essay to be available 
after 12 months post-publication date, 
but the OUP editor insists that the OUP 
standard embargo of 24 months be 
respected. My question to you: if I sign 
the contract with the standard 24-month 
clause, would I be in violation of MPG 
Open Access rules?“ 
 

„I'd like to ask about copyrights to use 
digital transcriptions of manuscripts that 
have been previously published in academic 
journals or monographs.  I'd like to include 
transcriptions of pre-imperial Chinese 
medical manuscripts in our database 
project and text-retrieval platform“ 
 

„A paper of mine will be published next year in 
the journal Notes and Records of the Royal 
Society.  
They asked me if I want to publish on an open-
access basis paying a quite expensive fee. 
What should one do in these cases?  
Would the MPIWG pay for this option?“  
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Copyright Clearance and Permission 
Requests – a Service at the MPIWG 
Library 
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• Advice concerning contracts with publishing houses (best practice) 

• General introductions to Copyright Law with relevance for scholarly 

publications by legal practitioners 

• General introductions and individual consultancy for Open Access 

publishing 

• Support of permission requests for scholarly publications 
• Research for the holder of rights 
• Gain permission from the holder of rights 
• Order images in high resolution  

Copyright Clearance and Permission Requests – a Service at 
the MPIWG Library 
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• Lack of OA initiatives for cultural heritage 
• Too many restrictions for OA green 
• „Djungle“ of options and restrictions, which is 

hard for scholars to overlook 
• Outdated contract models from publishing 

houses 
• Lack of options to publish OA monographs 

Current Challenges in (OA) Publishing 
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Edition Open Access 
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• Online portal for Open Access 
endeavours in accordance with Berlin 
Declaration (2003) 

• Databases 
• Interactive publications 
• Monograph series 
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http://mprl-series.mpg.de 

Max Planck Research Library for the History and Development of Knowledge 
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2018 

http://edition-open-sources.org 

Edition Open Sources 
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http://mprl-series.mpg.de/studies/4/index.html 
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http://mprl-series.mpg.de/proceedings/8/7/index.html#135 
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http://www.edition-open-sources.org/sources/2/13/index.html 
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PDF-Version 
 

Hybrid Publications 

EPUB-Version 
 

Screenshot of Edition Open Sources 
 

http://www.edition-open-sources.org/media/sources/7/2/sources7chap2.pdf
http://www.edition-open-sources.org/media/sources/7/Sources7.epub
http://www.edition-open-sources.org/sources/7/2/index.html
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http://www.book-on-demand.de/shop/max-planck-gesellschaft-edition-open-access-eoa 
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Document processing 
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Text Encoding Initiative 

• Guidelines for text markup 
• Humanities background 
• Also used for source editions in the institute 
• Active community 
• Format for long-term preservation 

 
• Viewing applications and requirements will 

change over time 
 

• Important to have a stable data format 
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   Thank you! 
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