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The problem 

From: https://iiif.github.io/training/iiif-5-day-workshop/day-one/iiif-introduction.html  



What do users and institutions need? 
 
 Ability to contextualize images from across collections and 
institutions 
 Actively engage with images - deep zoom, pan, annotate 
 Combine images from across the world in one space 
 Be free to use the image viewer of choice 
 Cite and Share work - confidence in stable image URLs 
  



What do institutions need? 
 

 Make images highly available and open 
 But in a standardized, extensible way 
 Ability to load/transfer large, high resolution images easily without 
server overwork 

 Not only a view openness and access but data persistence and 
longevity 

 System flexibility 
 Publish once, reuse often 
  



               GOALS 
 To give scholars an unprecedented level of uniform and rich access 
to image-based resources hosted around the world. 

 To define a set of common Application Programming Interfaces 
(APIs) that support interoperability between image repositories. 

 To develop, cultivate and document shared technologies, such as 
image servers and web clients, that provide a world-class user 
experience in viewing, comparing, manipulating and annotating 
images. (iiif.io/about/) 
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Mirador has been optimized to display resources 
from repositories that support the IIIF 

  



Comparison… 

  



Deep-zoomable canvases… 



https://digi.vatlib.it 
 
 

  

https://digi.vatlib.it/


 The Vatican Library, in conjunction with Stanford University Libraries is carrying out a three-year 
project funded by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.   

   

 The project aims to demonstrate, among the advantages of the IIIF for manuscripts, how the 
annotation level is a fundamental innovation for the study of contents: transcriptions, 
comments, comparative analysis of texts and images 

  

 https://spotlight.vatlib.it 

 October 1st 2019 

https://spotlight.vatlib.it/
https://spotlight.vatlib.it/


Courses in Paleography  
  

  

  

  

 edited by A.M. Piazzoni 

  

  

  

 edited by  T. Janz 

  

  

  



  

[Thematic pathway - Courses in Paleography ] 



Annotation - transcriptions 
  

[Thematic pathway - Courses in Paleography ] 



Annotations – ‘A’ Carolina  
  

[Thematic pathway - Courses in Paleography ] 



The evolution and transmission of texts of 
specific works: Latin Classics 
 

  

  

  

  

edited by M. Buonocore 



Annotations - Illuminations 

[Thematic pathway - Latin Classics] 



  

[Thematic pathway - Latin Classics] 



 
Vatican Palimpsests: 
 Digital Recovery of Erased Identities 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 edited by A. Nemeth 



Annotation – scriptio inferior 
[Thematic pathway – Vatican palimpsests] 



  

[Thematic pathway – Vatican palimpsests] 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 edited by  M.G. Critelli 

  



Annotation - Illustrations in blank space 
  

[Thematic pathway – The humanist prince’s library] 



Annotation - original  binding 

[Thematic pathway – The humanist prince’s library] 



 
Mirador development for this project has contributed to and 
benefited from this community development effort.  
 

  



e.g. Vat.lat.12910, f. 28v (sec. XI) 

Contribution from this project: polygonal annotation 



Urb.lat.491, f. 1r (sec. XV med.), e.g. a free-form with putti 

Contribution from this project: polygonal annotation 



e.g. Vat.lat.10696 (sec. IV-V) 

Contribution from this project: enclaves of annotations 



 The ability to create right-to-left, left-to-right, vertical, and multi-directional annotations in 
order to respond to various linguistic and lay-out needs in the corpus of manuscripts to be 
analyzed 

 Support for left-to-right, right-to-left, and vertical navigation of manuscript materials in the 
viewing windows of Mirador 

 A stable platform for the creation of annotations on complex regions of interest 

 A stable platform for the editing and deleting of existing annotations 

 The ability to credit an author or group of authors for each annotation 

 Ability to provide layout formats within the body of an annotation to support footnotes and 
bibliographical citations 

 Support for all Unicode characters in the body of the annotations 

  



Urb.lat.9, f. 192v (sec. XV ex.), e.g.  transcription of Hebrew colophon. 

  

all Unicode characters in the body of the annotations 



  



  

Spotlight – item page (descriptive metadata) 



Spotlight – resource type: annotation 
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Try It and Get Involved 

http://projectmirador.org/ 

http://github.com/projectmirador 

https://github.com/ProjectMirador/mirador-desktop 

mirador-tech@googlegroups.com 



Mirador 3 
  



Hundreds of adopters 
Scores of applications 

Billions of digital objects 
Revolutionary promise 

 



 

 
THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

 

 

 

 

manoni@vatlib.it 
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