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On the origins of Research Infrastructures (RIs) 
in the Humanities
• Idea of an RI comes from the Ηumanities: in the 3rd century B.C., the imperative to collect, 

organise and preserve the knowledge acquired in the service of the advancement of knowledge 
led to the first ‘Information Centre’: the Mouseion, a cultural centre, university and library 
founded in Alexandria under successors of Alexander the Great. 

• Encouraged the production of RIs: Grammars and Lexica
• This early success of RIs in the Humanities inspired activities that fostered an emerging system of 

knowledge. 

• The importance of collection, organisation and conservation drove subsequent scholarly 
development of medieval libraries, and later, the formation of art collections.

• These early ‘databases’ provided material for subsequent phases of RIs in the Humanities: 
editorial ventures, systematic collection of large-scale encyclopaedia, museum and collection 
catalogues; the formation of scholarly disciplines, fundamental advancements in classification 
and taxonomy, and establishment of European journals
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Research tools

• These often sparked the development of new research tools, such as indeces, 
bibliographies, biographical dictionaries, etc.

• Many archival institutions were also reorganised to allow study of  their records 
in original groupings; this reorganisation enhanced the general usefulness of the 
archival records, making them into what we today would call RIs.

• But these initiatives did not embrace the digital – with the exception of 
computational linguistics – until very recently. 

• Classics was one of the first disciplines to embrace the digital RI
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The Perseus Project
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http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/
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• 10% of Europe’s cultural heritage has been 
digitised: 300 million digital objects: books, 
paintings, sound, moving image, archives
• It will take 30 years to digitise the other 90%
• Of the digital content, 34% is available online
• 3% is available for creative re-use
• 87% of European Heritage Organisations have a 
digital collection
• 36% have a digitisation strategy
• 51% measure how content is used

1https://pro.europeana.eu/files/Europeana_Professional/Publications/Europeana%20Presidencies%20White%20Paper.pdf

Digital Cultural heritage in Europe1
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Polemon
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APOLLONIS: Greek Infrastructure for Digital Arts, 
Humanities and Language Research and Innovation

https://apollonis-infrastructure.gr/
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What APOLLONIS does



• Here the link with Decade 1940
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Our (team’s) work is twofold:
• To assemble and integrate the digitized archives (their metadata) and enable

their joint indexing
• To identify the required digital curation activities, record their workflows and

share them with researchers

Archives # records
| Academy of Athens 4.868
| Contemporary Social History Archives – ASKI 9.766
| Athens School of Fine Arts 287
| Army History Directorate 76.979
| The Jewish Museum of Greece 13
| Historical Archive of the University of Athens 373
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Pilot action: Decade 1940



Map of Digital Curation Activities
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Map of Digital Curation Activities
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APOLLONIS Summary Results

19



20

APOLLONIS Communities



Thank you!

Visit us (in Greek): 
https://apollonis-infrastructure.gr/

Services Portal:
http://services.apollonis-infrastructure.gr

Decade 1940:
https://services.apollonis-infrastructure.gr/forties_thema.html
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