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Software for the Conservation Department:

BiblioConserv© - Conservation Documentation System

• Upgrade of Digital Infrastructure of the 
NLG. (2015-2017)

• Acquisition of core software for a 
Conservation Documentation System

(December 2017)

• Customization and development for the 
NLG (2018)

• Fully operational since 2018



Activities of the Conservation Department
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Activities of the Conservation Department
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Archaeology of Bookbinding

Endleaf arrangement
EndbandsSpine liningSewing of textblock

Book board attachment



Tooled decoration

Archaeology of Bookbinding



Documentation of Objects

• Description of bookbinding 
features

• Material identification
• Identification of techniques
• Documentation of the state of 

preservation
• Documentation of 

conservation treatments



Documentation of Objects



Documentation of Objects

Research and Analysis
• Stereomicroscopes (LEICA. LYNX- EVO)
• Optical microscopes (LEICA)
• UV and IR microscopes
• Spectrophotometer readings
• PH meter 



Documentation of 
Preservation Activities

• Dataloggers (T, RH and Lux)
• Pollutant readings (Building 
Management Systems)
• VOCs  (Volatile Organic 
Compounds)



Τεκμηρίωση ενεργειών 
• Επαναλαμβανόμενες δράσεις 
• Ροές Ανοξίας (.exl)
• Πρόγραμμα δειγματοληψίας (.exl, .jpeg)



Workflow for the 
conservation of objects 
at the studio



Conservation Department

Digitization Dept Reading 
Rooms

General Collection

Manuscript Collection

Rare Books 
Collection

Lending Collection Newspapers & 
Periodicals Collection

Loand & Exhibitions

Cataloguing Dept



Collaboration with NLG departments:

• Creating request tickets towards conservation
• Electronic signing of deliveries of objects
• Tracking of the status of objects under conservation treatment
• Log of documentation and history of treatments on objects
• List priorities of the collections for conservation
• Distribute objects for conservation from different collections
• Optimize available man-hours for conservation work on different collections



• Documentation of materiality
• Documentation of state of preservation
• Workflow
• Documentation of conservation treatments
• Manage tasks
• Create assignments
• Reports on conservation work
• Statistical analysis
• Research on the archaeology of 

bookbinding
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Conservation Documentation System
BiblioConserv ©

• MySQL
• Rapid Application Development
• API connection to other library 

systems
• Bare metal application
• VPN connection
• Web browser connection

https://www.biblioconserv.com/



Actions
• Object description
• State of preservation
• Conservation works
• Primary Care works
• Preventive conservation works
• Services

Different types of objects
Books
Scrolls
Papyrii
Documents/ archival material
Works of art on paper
Photographs
Albums
Newspapers & Periodicals

Specialised documentation forms
• 250 forms
• 4.000 fields
• 20.000+ option values (drop-down lists)



Terminology Ligatus Research Centre
University of the Arts London

https://www.ligatus.org.uk/lob/



The Getty Research Institute

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/



https://bookbinding-terms.anavathmis.eu/



Dashboard



Library of objects at the conservation studio



Item Information-General Information



Σύνδεση Λογισμικού με τον κατάλογο της Βιβλιοθήκη μέσω Koha



Tasks

• Documentation
• Conservation Work
• Primary Care Work



Documentation and Condition Assessment



Documentation (Sewing)



Documentation – Access Status



Photographic Documentation



Conservation Work



Conservation Work



Report forms



Data Analysis

…indicative research:
• Research on bookbinding features

• Grouping of books and identification historic 
bookbinding workshops

• Extent and severity of damages that are most 
common in the collection

• Grouping of damage types and optimization of 
treatments

• Range of treatments performed more frequently by 
the conservators

• Numbers and types of objects conserved each year 
from different collections
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• Linked terminology
• Established terminology in English and Greek on the conservation of books and archival material
• Development of tools on recording watermarks and bookbinding decoration
• Link to environmental control and datalogging system

Future Development and Upgrades
Linked Data



Future Development and Upgrades
Linked Data



Thank you!

Nikolas Sarris, PhD
nsarris@nlg.gr

Book & Paper Conservator
Conservation Department

National Library of Greece
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