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Abstract

The book processing charge is often commented upon as "so 
expensive" compared to the article processing charge. This 
presentation argues that comparing BPCs to APCs is 
problematic as it is based on a mistaken equivalency. Our 
understanding of the economics of scholarly publishing 
support would be better served by analyzing expenditure per 
scholar rather than expenditure per publication. This could 
also mitigate hegemony of STM open access financial models 
and further the development of funding models more suited 
to the humanities and other monograph-oriented fields of 
study.
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An APC is a payment made 
to a publisher to make an 
article free at point of access.

A BPC is a payment made to 
a publisher to make a book 
free at the point of access.
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A Few Observations about APCs/BPCs

FREE ACCESS TO AT 
LEAST ONE DIGITAL 

FORMAT

FREE TO READ MAY ALSO SECURE 
ADDITIONAL RE-USE 

RIGHTS FOR READERS

POSSIBLY BUNDLED 
WITH AUTHOR 
RETENTION OF 

COPYRIGHT
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What’s the Price to Publish?

No comprehensive dataset or analysis 

Studies typically do not account for waivers, discounts, 
transformative agreements, etc. 

Plan S price transparency data is not publicly available
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APC Fees in 
Gold OA 
Journals

Walt Crawford, Gold Open Access 2016-2021: Articles in Journals (GOA7), https://waltcrawford.name/goa7.pdf
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The Big Eleven publish 
17% of the serious OA 
journals and 55% of 2021 
articles in those journals—
and account for 89% of 
potential revenue.

Walt Crawford, Gold Open Access 2016-2021: Articles in Journals (GOA7), https://waltcrawford.name/goa7.pdf
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APC Spend
Spend per Publisher

Overall Mean:
€1931

Example: 

Imperial College 
London
Mean: €2447

https://treemaps.openapc.net/apcdata/openapc/#institution/Imperial%20College%20London/
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BPC Examples
• Cambridge University Press: “Monograph of up to 120,000 words 

and up to 85 figures is £9,500 (excluding any applicable VAT or local 
sales tax) and £55 per additional thousand words”
• University of Illinois Press - $7,500
• Springer Nature – Monographs and edited collections (up to 400 

pages): €13,000/$15,000/£11,000
• Brill – Monograph or Edited Volume (*For average-size projects up 

to 250 pages and 100,000 words): €10,000/$12,200
• Ubiquity Press – Individually priced. Examples given: £3,835-£10,100
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BPC Spend

Overall Mean: €6387

https://treemaps.openapc.net/apcdata/bpc/ Hinchliffe, CC BY NC ND



BPC Spend

Overall Mean: €6387

Example: 

TU Berlin
Mean: €6553

https://treemaps.openapc.net/apcdata/bpc/ Hinchliffe, CC BY NC ND



“BPCs are so expensive!”
Yes. And, the considerations are complex.

Considerations – Both Costs and Revenue:
Author Royalties
Reviewer Honoraria
Print Sales
Digital Sales
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What if we re-frame this as 
investment in a scholar 

rather than in a publication? 
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$2000

$2000

$2000

$2000

$2000

$2000

$2000

$2000

Multiple APCs 
per year 

One BPC every 
few years

$2000

$2000

$2000

$2000

$7000
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Multiple APCs 
per year 

One BPC every 
few years

$3000

$3000

$3000

$3000

$10000

Hinchliffe, CC BY NC ND



Tale of Two Faculty Promoted to Associate

Chris
• 1 book
• 4 articles

(4*2000) + (1*7000)= $15,000

Riley
• 44 articles

44*2000 = $88,000
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Caveats
and

Questions

• Does paying to publish incentivize quantity over quality?
• Are scholars interested in open access publishing? 
• What about other models of funding open monographs?

I’m setting aside all other questions related to paying to publish.

It is overly simplified to set this up as STEM vs. H&SS.

Example does  not account for co-authorship/corresponding author status.

Which campus unit is best positioned to manage BPC open access funding?

What is the appetite for institutional investment in fields with no or limited 
grant revenue ROI?
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