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Readers - not on the menu? 

• Trump 

• OA vs Subs 

• Open vs Closed science 

• Diversity, Equality 

• Peer review & workflows 

• AI, Delivery, Privacy 

• Researchers’ incentives & evaluation 

• Data 

April 19th 2018 

• The role of societies 



Publishers’ perspective . . . 
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Only Policy-makers seem to care about 
Readers . . . 

ScholComm 

Policy maker 

Readers 



No wonder policy-makers are losing 
their patience with ScholComm. . . 

Policy makers 

STOP!  
PAR BELENOS! HAVE YOU 
NO SHAME FIGHTING LIKE 

THIS IN FRONT OF 
READERS? 
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It’s not as if we don’t know what readers 
want . . . 

. . . and be recommended 
relevant, related, stuff . . . 

. . . and alerts . . . and all the 
rest. 



 

Let’s compare two types of content . . . 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



So, why is Sci-Hub such a success? 

It helps me 
find and 

access stuff 
easily! 

Because it’s a comprehensive,  
reader-facing, service for researchers  

that’s easy to use.  



Policymakers want research results 
accessible beyond the academy . . .  

But, Find and Access is not enough . . . 
“Giving people the facts is 
not enough. You have to 

support their 
understanding with 

context & background & 
narrative.” 

. . . people need to 
                UNDERSTAND too. 



ScholComm encourages authors to . . .  

ACCESS-ible? BUT IS IT . . .  



IS IT . . . 

“Largest curated 
collection . . .” 

Source: 1Science press release, 24 April 2018 

2000 

1998 
Err.. that’s it  

(except OECD has every issue since 1967 online) 

And not 
one link! 

How do we shape up? 

1999 



IS IT . . . 

Standard XML feed 
for houses so sellers 

can post once and 
channel everywhere. 

Best practice? 

Why leave it to crawlers?  
Why don’t all those who have ‘stuff’ 
collaborate to develop a standard 
XML ‘FIND-able’ feed that’s open to 
anyone who wants it? 



How do we shape up? 

ACCESS-ible? BUT IS IT . . .  

“If past performance is any guidance, around 
four‐fifths of all new scholarly articles in 
2017 will be unavailable for most people 
on publication via legal channels. For books, 
the figure is less than 2%” 

https://doi.org/10.1002/leap.1116  

https://doi.org/10.1002/leap.1116


Best Practice? 

ACCESS-ible? BUT IS IT . . .  

The key to success is  
<4 mins pick-up time 

On accessibility, what are the keys 
to success? 
1. Porous paywalls on publication? 
2. Stuff optimised for all devices? 
3. W3C Accessibility compliance? 

 



How do we shape up? 

BUT IS IT . . . 

A genie in a bottle? 
Globalisation, competition and inflation 
 
This paper explores the implications of global value chain 
(GVC) integration and market contestability for inflation 
using a range of industry-level and micro-data sources. We 
provide evidence that rising participation in GVCs has placed 
downward pressure on producer price inflation, by increasing 
the ability of firms to substitute domestic inputs . . .  

Title and abstract from a recent OECD 
working paper. 



Best Practice? 

BUT IS IT . . . 

Page preview from 
Wikipedia in a BBC 

article 

No jargon 

No acronyms 

Languages? 

Easy to share too 

Links to Glossaries? 



We have a long way to go! 
No! Not a 
great idea! 



 

And authors need to learn to promote 
their stuff too . . . (no more post and forget!) 



make a difference? 
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Easy-to-use, interactive charts 
Books, Papers, Articles 
Read-only publications 
Infographics 
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85%  

of all usage is 
outside 

subscribing 
institutions 

Adding accessible layers has helped 
usage of OECD stuff triple since 
2012 

ACCESS-ible Does  . .   

Dissemination of OECD stuff since 2009 



So, on behalf of all readers everywhere . . .  

@TobyABGreen 
toby.green@oecd.org 

Thank-you 

Further reading:  
It’s time for “pushmi-pullyu” open access: servicing the 
distinct needs of readers and authors  
Toby Green, LSE Impact Blog (2017) 
https://bit.ly/2qUjHNZ  

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2017/10/24/its-time-for-pushmi-pullyu-open-access-servicing-the-distinct-needs-of-readers-and-authors/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2017/10/24/its-time-for-pushmi-pullyu-open-access-servicing-the-distinct-needs-of-readers-and-authors/
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http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2017/10/24/its-time-for-pushmi-pullyu-open-access-servicing-the-distinct-needs-of-readers-and-authors/
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https://bit.ly/2qUjHNZ
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