
Hanna Fischer
Fiesole Retreat, Tübingen, 13.–15.04.2026

From Historical Survey Sheets to 
Computational Dialectology

The Wenker Collection as Research Data



The Research Center Deutscher Sprachatlas

• Research institute at Marburg University 
(Germany): 150 years tradition of research on 
dialects and regional varieties of German 
worldwide
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The Research Center Deutscher Sprachatlas

• Research institute at Marburg University 
(Germany): 150 years tradition of research on 
dialects and regional varieties of German 
worldwide

• Data center in the consortium Text+ 
in the National Research Data Infrastructure 
(NFDI)

• Unique archive and collections (University 
Library) & discipline-specific data repository 
LinguRep
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From collection to data: Digitizing historical language documentations
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Survey sheets

Web application

Linguistic data



‒ Georg Wenker’s survey on German dialects 
(from 1876 on)
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The Wenker Collection

Georg Wenker (1852–1911)



‒ Georg Wenker’s survey on German dialects 
(from 1876 on)

‒ Translation of 40 Standard German sentences into 
local dialects
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‒ Georg Wenker’s survey on German dialects 
(from 1876 on)

‒ Translation of 40 Standard German sentences into 
local dialects

‒ Total amount of more than 57.000 Wenker survey 
sheets
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The Wenker Collection

57871 Wenker survey sheets in REDE SprachGIS



‒ Georg Wenker’s survey on German dialects 
(from 1876 on)

‒ Translation of 40 Standard German sentences into 
local dialects

‒ Total amount of more than 57.000 Wenker survey 
sheets

‒ Sprachatlas des Deutschen Reichs (1889–1923)
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The Wenker Collection

1.668 maps on 438 phonetic and 
137 morphological variables



‒ “Total documentation” of German dialects in Europe

‒ Fundamental insights; e.g., dialect classification 
(new: concept of Central german and Rhenish fan)

‒ Reference point for all later studies on German 
dialects

‒ until 2005: only available in Marburg’s (physical) 
archive
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Importance of the Wenker Collection
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Importance of the Wenker Collection

Dialect classification by Ferdinand Wrede



Wenkerbogen-App – https://apps.dsa.info/wenker/
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‒ Search and filter options
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Wenkerbogen-App



‒ Map-based search
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Wenkerbogen-App



‒ Access to Wenker survey sheets
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Wenkerbogen-App

https://apps.dsa.info/wenker/bogennummer/37821



‒ Transliteration tool
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‒ Access to transliterations
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Wenkerbogen-App

https://apps.dsa.info/wenker/bogennummer/37821



‒ Download options
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Wenkerbogen-App

https://apps.dsa.info/wenker/bogennummer/37821



‒ Citizen Science tool
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Wenkerbogen-App



‒ Citizen Science tool
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Wenkerbogen-App



‒ API & GitHub
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Wenkerbogen-App



‒ Digital archive: LinguRep
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‒ Digital archive: LinguRep
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Wenkerbogen-App

Wenkerbogen-App

LinguRep



Transliterations as linguistic data
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Lameli, Alfred. 2025. Rhythmus regional – Ein neuer Blick in den 
Sprachraum dank Citizen Science. In: Sprachspuren: Berichte aus 
dem Deutschen Sprachatlas 5(4). https://doi.org/10.57712/2025-04



− Innovative analyses of the Wenker data

− graphematics
• apostrophes (Dücker in press)

− prosody
• rhythm (Lameli 2015)

− morpho-syntax and syntax, e.g.:
• pro-drop, pronominal enclise (Fleischer 2015, 2017)
• tense forms (Fischer 2015, 2018)
• prepositional enclise (Dücker & Oberdorfer in 

press)
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Transliterations as linguistic data



‒ Dialects are part of the Intangible Heritage of our 
societies:
• regional culture and history
• anchor for regional identiy

‒ Our mission: Enhancing access via web tools 
and repositories for
• researchers of all diciplines
• education
• general public
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Dialects as Cultural Heritage
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‒ Network for Regional Language & AI
• supporting the FAIR principles
• enabling AI and LLMs
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Dialects as Cultural Heritage



Thank you.

Marburg University
Research Center Deutscher Sprachatlas | DSA
Pilgrimstein 16
35037 Marburg
www.dsa.info
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