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Cairn.info - Key dates & figures

• Launched in 2004 by several French and Belgian academic
publishers

• An online pla;orm/digital library ini>ally focused on journals

• Gathers publica>ons by an ever-growing number of scholarly
publishers from the en>re francophone world

• A unique central posi>on means that it has faced challenges of 
different nature over the years
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Coopetition in practice

• An equal voice for all stake holders – since the beginning and 
until today: a culture of balance in the decision-making process

• A publisher-agnostic platform, with a neutral presentation of all 
publications

• Journals operate with a moving paywall and each has the 
ability to choose its duration

• An « all or nothing » subscription model – initially, now much
more flexible
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Coope66on in prac6ce

• The outcome is a platform that gathers over 750 journals and
30 000 books from the catalogs of 400 publishers; with close to 
2 000 customers in 65 countries and generating around 150 
million full-text article consultations or downloads per year. 
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Innova6on & Dissemina6on

• Cairn.info is active in the dissemination of its publications to a 
very broad audience:
• Collaboration with library software vendors
• Translations of articles originally published in French to 

English and Spanish, made available in a dedicated
interface:
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Innova6on & Subscrip6on models

• In collabora>on with the French university library consor>um
Couperin, Cairn.info was the first aggregator to launch a
Subscribe-to-Open model in 2022.

• Couperin’s ini>al wish was to support journals in their
transi>on to Open Access.

• 39 journals now par>cipate, with the support of consor>a and
ins>tu>ons all over the world, and of the French Ministry of
Higher Educa>on and Research.
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Innova6on – modera6on by design

• 2026 saw the launch of SophIA, a Retrieval Augmented
Genera>on tool that gives authors a voice. 
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Innovation – moderation by design
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Innova6on – modera6on by design
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• Showcasing francophone scholarly publica>ons: Dossiers

Beyond the current scope
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Beyond the current scope

• Showcasing francophone scholarly publica>ons: Podcasts
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Beyond the current scope

• Showcasing francophone scholarly publica>ons: Cairn Talks
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Beyond the current scope

• Future developments, editorial or technical, will reflect the
changing demographics of Francophonie

• Since 2025, the partnership between Cairn.info and the
Morrocan Center for Scientific Research includes the co-
indexing of a selection of journals on Cairn.info:
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Beyond the current scope

• Cairn.info will integrate local publications and continue to build
bridges between francophone spaces:
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Beyond the current scope

• Cairn.info will integrate local publications and continue to build
bridges between francophone spaces:
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Merci pour votre a-en/on!

jeremie.roche@cairn.info
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